Response to draft greenspace strategy.

We are concerned not so much about the content but about what has been left out of this draft document.  We have now had the time to study it and also research other authorities’ plans and take advice from professional bodies.  We do appreciate the hard work put in by staff on the green space strategy, working within council policy guidelines. 

We note that in other authorities "green space plans" have now been replaced by open space plans and would welcome your comments on this.  The companion guide to PPG17
 recommends that all open spaces, irrespective of ownership and public access should be included in an assessment, as a basis for setting comprehensive local standards for open space.  This would include all parks and gardens, natural and semi-natural urban green spaces, green corridors, outdoor sports facilities, amenity green space including informal recreation spaces in and around housing, domestic gardens and village greens, provision for teenagers and children, allotments, cemeteries and churchyards and civic spaces.

In relation to the "draft greenspace strategy"
 we believe it is too vague and leaves us concerned about non-inclusion of small areas of green space below two hectares which sends out the wrong message in relation to the conservation of Trafford's green spaces.  Also, we are concerned that poor quality green space or under-use could be seen as a reason for considering green spaces for other uses.  At a planning meeting last week, I expressed concern over the loss of invaluable green space in a very built up area, but I was told the green space strategy did not cover areas of this size and therefore, as it was not protected it could be developed.  What concerns us is that every bit of green space not big enough to be protected could be concreted over in

any future development because there is no protection.  Our vision of the future of Trafford is therefore one of continuing development and green space disappearing; small areas together can add up to a huge loss of green space overall.  Where we live should be somewhere we want to be and are happy and proud to be part of; but where people see their environment deteriorating this can only lead to dissatisfaction and

problems in our community.

Reading "examples of linked strategies" it is noted 1.5
  does not appear to include regeneration strategy, biodiversity strategy, education strategy, crime and disorder strategy, equality and access strategy, and a conservation strategy, but the authority does not have a conservation strategy.

Our approach should be to integrate green spaces into the heart of our physical environment through working partnerships; it is critical that an open space policy is the result of a collaboration of many partners.

Could you advise on which partners were consulted ?  Were the following departments and organisations consulted; the leisure trust, sports development dept, tennis clubs, bowling clubs, cricket clubs, golf clubs, allotment societies, athletics clubs, football and rugby clubs, local wildlife groups, community groups and parish councils, the national trust  ?  All these groups are dependent on green space for

their sporting and cultural activities and as such should be consulted on any future strategy for greenspace.  If not included, why not?

We also would like to have seen possible focus groups consulted, for example, older

people, teenagers, and families.

We would like to have seen more involvement from different groups in relation to the consultation.   Green space strategy is multifunctional so the strategy must reflect a widely shared vision community involvement.  We believe that the strategy should have the agreement of a wide range of people and organisations.

It is not just for Parks and Planning.  Many stakeholders should be involved, taking responsibility for its delivery, monitoring and review. In relation to Quality Standards we would propose that the green flag award criteria provide the basis for  quality and can be adapted to suit other open spaces. Green flag awards relate to national standards, not those set locally as is the intention of this draft document.  What are

your views on this ?

Regarding Accessibility standards, natural green space is promoting the accessible green space standard whose recommendations we would support.  What are your views on this ?

Regarding delivery; incorporating the plan into the LDF
 so that we have an overarching policy that protects the value of an open space network and green infrastructure and seeks to address deficiencies in quality, quantity and accessibility and as such should be included in the core strategy.

Finally just to say, the decisions we make about the places where we work and live will long outlast us.   Good management of our green spaces will leave a real legacy for those who come after us.

Cllr Jane Baugh.

Labour member for Priory ward.

Shadow Executive member for Environmental services.
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